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Accounting Core

• Accounting Mods 11 CUs

• Business Mods 7 CUs

SMU Core Curriculum

• Capabilities 6 CUs

• Communities 4 CUs

• Civilisations 2 CUs

Accounting Electives

• Any of the Accounting 
electives offered

3 CUs

Free Electives

• Any of the SMU 
electives offered

3 CUs

Additional Requirements

• Singapore Studies

• Asia Studies

BAcc CURRICULUM

OVERVIEW



BAcc CURRICULUM

Managing (2 CUs) Modes of Thinking (1 CU)

Numeracy (1 CU) Writing & Reasoning (1 CU) Internship (1 CU)

Choose 1 course:

• Computational Thinking

• Critical Thinking in the Real World (CTRW)

• Managing in a Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, 
Ambiguous Context (VUCA)

• Management Communication (MC); and

Choose 1 course:

• Business, Government and Society (BGS)

• Capital Markets in China

• Leadership and Team Building (LTB)

• Spreadsheet Modelling and Analysis

• Calculus

SMU CORE - CAPABILITIES

Note: This list is non-exhaustive. Do check on BOSS which offered courses can clear the curriculum requirements.

• Minimum 10 weeks



Community Service (1 CU)

• Minimum 80 hours

Technology and Society (1 CU) Cultures of the Modern World (1 CU)

Choose 1 course:

• Urban Cultures

• Films in Southeast Asia

• Singapore: Imagining the Next 50 Years

• Foreign Languages

Choose 1 course:

• Science, Environment, and Empire

• Technology and World Change

• Climate Change: Global and Local Solutions

• Science and Technology Studies: Where  
Science Meet Society

Economics & Society (1 CU)

• Will be able to fulfil the additional requirement 
of Asia Studies (w.e.f. AY21/22)  

Note: This list is non-exhaustive. Do check on BOSS which offered courses can clear the curriculum requirements.

BAcc CURRICULUM

SMU CORE - COMMUNITIES



Community Service (1 CU)

• Minimum 80 hours

ASoc offers two flagship community service projects (CSPs) where you 

can fulfill your hours!

• Project Moolah

• SMU-MCCY Charity Transparency Award Project

These are annual installments, and sign-ups tend to commence at the start 

of the calendar year –  do keep an eye out for sign-up calls in your email!

CLEAR YOUR CSP HOURS WITH ASOC!

BAcc CURRICULUM

SMU CORE - COMMUNITIES



Note: This list is non-exhaustive. Do check on BOSS which offered courses can clear the curriculum requirements.

Ethics and Social Responsibility 
for Accounting (1 CU)

Global Exposure
(Non-credit Bearing)

Big Questions (1 CU)

• Will be able to fulfil the additional 
requirement of Singapore 
Studies (w.e.f. AY20/21)  

BAcc CURRICULUM

SMU CORE - CIVILISATION



Accounting Modules (11 CUs) Business Modules (7 CUs)

Pre-assigned

• Financial Accounting Y 1 S 1

• Management Accounting Y 1 S 2

• Financial Reporting and Analysis Y 2

• Taxation Y 2

• Accounting Information Systems

• Intermediate Financial Accounting

• Advanced Financial Accounting

• Accounting Thought and Governance

• Audit and Assurance

• Statistical Programming

• Valuation

Pre-assigned

• Business Law Y 1

• Management of People at Work Y 1

• Introductory Statistics *

• Company Law

• Finance

• Financial Markets and Investments

• Strategy

* Commonly taken in Year 1Note:

BAcc CURRICULUM

ACCOUNTING CORE



1. Class Participation

2. Group Project / Presentation

3. Mid-Term Examination

4. Final Examination

General Timeline (Per Semester)

16 weeks per semester, inclusive of:

Recess Week Study Week Finals 

Week 8 Week 14 Week 15 - 16

What to Expect in a Semester

Typical Components of a Module: Average No. of Mods Taken

• Most 1.0 CU modules will have 3 hours' 
worth of seminar lesson every week

• Most students opt for 4 or 5 modules 
per semester

• BUT overloading to 6 modules is 
possible

BAcc CURRICULUM

SMU ACADEMIC TIMELINE
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• A bidding system for SMU undergraduate students that allows you to enrol for classes.

• Students are given e-dollars (e$) to bid for modules and the system enrols the highest bidders into each class.

◦ Multiple rounds and windows

◦ Minimum bid amount is e$10

◦ A ballot will be done in the event of a tie-breaker where there is one last seat left.

FOR FRESHMEN ONLY!

• Certain modules are pre-assigned to freshmen based on the basket that they are randomly 

allocated to (Refer to “Pre-assigned Modules”)

• Depending on one’s academic planning, most freshmen would bid for 1 or 2 additional modules 

OR do not bid for any additional modules during Year 1.

WHAT IS BOSS?

SMU BIDDING ONLINE SYSTEM (BOSS)



Effective from AY 2024/25:

• All students will receive e$115 per semester, regardless of the number of modules you are required to take.

• Bonus bidding credits (from Term 2 onwards):

• e$10 for End-of Term Course Feedback

• e$5 for SMUSA Student Survey (SSS)

• e$3 for Student Pulse Survey (SPS)

• Any unused e$ will be carried over to the subsequent terms, with the exception of Term 3 (Summer Term).

FOR FRESHMEN ONLY!

In total, students can get allocated up to 
e$133 per semester upon completion of 

all the surveys!

• All Freshmen will still receive e$100 in their first term, as they have not done any feedback.

• The above allocation of e$ will be applicable to them from Term 2 onwards.

WHAT IS BOSS?

BIDDING CREDITS (e$)



WHAT IS BOSS?

PRE-ASSIGNED MODULES
• Freshmen are randomly divided into 2 baskets for pre-assigned modules. 

• They are not allowed to drop any pre-assigned modules (i.e. you cannot choose your professors /timings for your 

pre-assigned modules).

• e$20 will be deducted per pre-assigned course.

Pre-assigned modules for all BAcc Freshmen:

• In Year 1: ACCT111 - Financial Accounting (FA) in Term 1 and ACCT112 - Management Accounting (MA) in Term 2.

• In Year 2: ACCT223 - Taxation and ACCT224 - Financial Analysis and Reporting (FRA)



Basket A

Basket B

• COR3001 – Big Questions

• COR2100 – Economics & Society

• COR1100 – Writing & Reasoning

• ACCT111 –  Financial Accounting

• OBHR101 - Management of People at Work

• LGST101 – Business Law

• COR1201 – Calculus

• ACCT111 – Financial Accounting

Term 1

• OBHR101 – Management of People at Work

• LGST101 – Business Law

• COR1201 – Calculus

• ACCT112 – Management Accounting

• COR3001 – Big Questions

• COR2100 – Economics & Society

• COR1100 – Writing & Reasoning

• ACCT112 – Management Accounting

Term 2

The courses (except highlighted in red) will be "flipped over" in Semester 2.
• ACCT111 / ACCT112 are compulsory modules for ALL BAcc freshmen (subject to exemption) to take together in the same semester.

WHAT IS BOSS?

PRE-ASSIGNED MODULES
HOW IT WORKS – E.G. YEAR 1



WHAT IS BOSS?

PRE-ASSIGNED MODULES
[NEW] MUTUAL CLASS SWAP

Effective from AY 2024/25:

• Students may apply to swap their pre-assigned course(s) section of the same course but with a different date and/or 
timing during the swap window before the start of course bidding exercise.

• Students can choose a maximum of 2 choices during the Swap Pre-assignment window before the start of Round 1 
bidding.

• All the class swap requests are done anonymously and will go through processing to find an exact match. 

Successful Unsuccessful

• If there is a corresponding match to students' 
swap request. 

• The match will be allocated randomly if the swap 
demands are more than the available supply

• The students will be notified the class swap 
outcome one working day before Round 1 
commences.

• If there is no exact matching swap request



• Not all freshmen will be pre-assigned 4 modules per term due to exemptions.

• Check via: Course Exemptions Calculator for Undergraduate Studies

◦ Select your pre-uni qualifications

◦ Input your grades for the modules / subjects listed

• You can also retrieve your list of exemptions via BOSS ‘Summary’ / ‘Plan & Bid’ pages:

OASIS > BOSS > Plan & Bid / Summary

WHAT IS BOSS?

EXEMPTIONS

Under ‘Plan & Bid’ page:

https://admissions.smu.edu.sg/exemptions-calculator


WHAT IS BOSS?

BOSS INTERFACE
HOME / SUMMARY

Results from 
your most 

recent bidding  
window

Upcoming  
bidding 

windows
Classes that 

you have 
successfully  
bidded for

e-dollar 
(e$) status

List of 
exemptions



WHAT IS BOSS?

BOSS FEATURES
COURSE SEQUENCE

•  Allows you to check completed modules and suggested terms to take uncompleted modules.

Step 1: 

Go under Quick Links > 
Course Sequence

Step 2: 

A new tab will pop up, showing the 
course sequence



OVERALL BOSS RESULTS

• Review past bidding results and serves as a guide for upcoming bidding rounds.

Step 1: 

Go under Quick Links > 
Overall BOSS Results

Step 2: 

A new tab will pop up, showing the list of 
all bidding results from past windows

WHAT IS BOSS?

BOSS FEATURES



OVERALL BOSS RESULTS

• Navigation Guide 

Step 1: Choose relevant term

Step 2: Choose relevant round 
and window

Step 3: Select the general subject code 
(e.g. ACCT – Accounting) or Fill in the 
exact course code  (e.g. ACCT223)Step 4: Click Search!

WHAT IS BOSS?

BOSS FEATURES



OVERALL BOSS RESULTS

• Navigation Guide 

Sect: Click the embedded 
links for more information:

• Class date and timing
• Class description
• Course outline

Refer to the Median
& Minimum bids to 
guide your upcoming 
bids.

Bef Proc: Seats available 
before window began 

Aft Proc: Seats available 
after window closed

WHAT IS BOSS?

BOSS FEATURES



GUIDE TO BOSS & 
BIDDING
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Before putting your bids:

GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

BIDDING CONSIDERATIONS
Modules

• Some factors to consider: 

• Priority (e.g. pre-requisite)

• Module availability

• Appropriate workload (e.g. taking a 4 / 5 
mod semester)

• Course outlines, etc.

e$ BudgetingProfessors

• Different professors have different teaching 
styles, so try to get reviews of professors from  
seniors or external sources

• Example: AfterClass

• Unused e$ can be rolled over to future 
semesters 

• Plan wisely to ensure that you have left 
enough credits for future semesters

Preferred Timetable

• Class timings: 

• 8.15am - 11.30am

• 12pm - 3.15pm

• 3.30pm - 6.45pm

• 7pm - 10.15pm

• Ensure there are no clashes in timing for Finals

https://www.afterclass.io/login


GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

PRE-BIDDING: SWAP COURSES

Students will only 
have a maximum of 
2 choices to choose 

Step 1: Click 'Plan & Bid' 
to arrive at this page



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

PRE-BIDDING: SWAP COURSES
Step 2: Click ‘Select’ for 
either one of the choices

Step 3: Select your 
preferred section you 
would like to swap



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

PRE-BIDDING: SWAP COURSES
This is how it should look like after selecting your preferred choices:

Step 4: Submit your 
swap choices

You have successfully submitted your choices to swap your pre-assigned modules!

On your class timetable:



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

PRE-BIDDING: SWAP COURSES
If you changed your mind, you could still change your swap choices within the swap period! 

Click this button to 
clear your selections

Once cleared, do note that you will have to repeat the same steps as mentioned before



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

STEP 1: PLAN & BID

Step 1A: Click 'Plan & Bid'
to arrive at this page

Step 1B: Click 'Add to Cart'

For normal bidding rounds (i.e. Round 1 onwards)



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

STEP 2: COURSE SEARCH

Step 2A: Search for
modules

Step 2B: Click on
desired module



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

STEP 3: REVIEW & ADD TO CART

Step 3D: Click 'Add to Cart' if
you want to bid on this module

Step 3A: Review key 
details of the module

Step 3B: Check the 
course structure, topics, 
and graded components

Step 3C: Ensure this 
module is biddable 
for you



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

STEP 4: PLAN YOUR TIMETABLE

Step 4A: Click on the pin to 
see your planned timetable 
will look like

Step 4B: Ensure that 
your exams do not clash

*Note: Ensure your midterms do not clash by checking the

course outlines. Usually the exact midterm dates and timings

are unconfirmed, but most professors will try to accomodate as

long as you highlight it.



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

STEP 5: CHECKOUT CART

Step 5: Click on 'Checkout' to 
proceed with placing your bids



GUIDE TO BOSS & BIDDING

STEP 6: SUBMIT YOUR BIDS

Step 6A: Enter
your bid amounts
(minimum e$10;
2 decimal places)

Step 6C: Click on 
'Submit My Bids'

*Note: You can change your
modules / bid amounts anytime
after submission up until the
bidding window closes.

Step 6B: Rank 
your DICE 
priorities (if any)

You have successfully bidded your modules for the semester!



BIDDING ROUNDS & 
WINDOWS 

04



BIDDING ROUNDS
Round What modules can I bid for?

Freshmen Round
• Reserved for incoming freshmen.
• Bidding among the freshmen cohort only

Round 1

• Modules offered by your own School.
• Modules not offered by any specific Schools (e.g. Core Modules).

* Double degree students will be able to bid for courses for both their primary and 
secondary degrees during Round 1

Round 1A
• Modules offered by your own School.
• Modules offered by your declared major.

BIDDING ROUNDS & WINDOWS



Round 1B

• All SMU modules, no restrictions.

* At this round, schools/college will gauge the demand/supply of courses and 
increase vacancies or cancel courses if necessary. 

Round 1C • Reserved for exchange students.

Round 2 & 2A
• All SMU modules, no restrictions.
• Usually happens during the first 2 weeks after semester starts

BIDDING ROUNDS
BIDDING ROUNDS & WINDOWS

Round What modules can I bid for?



Accessible via Quick Links > Critical Dates on BOSS.

PRE-ASSIGNED COURSE SWAP (FOR FRESHMEN)

Course Swap Period
Start Date: 

30 July, 10am

End Date: 

1 Aug, 10am

Course Swap Results 1 Aug, 2pm

IMPORTANT DATES
BIDDING ROUNDS & WINDOWS



INCOMING FRESHMEN BIDDING WINDOWS

Start Date End Date

Round 1 Window 1 2 Aug, 10am 5 Aug, 10am

Window 1 Results 5 Aug, 2pm

Round 1 Window 2 5 Aug, 5pm 6 Aug, 10am

Window 2 Results 6 Aug, 2pm

Round 1 Window 3 6 Aug, 5pm 7 Aug, 10am

Window 3 Results 7 Aug, 2pm

Round 1 Window 4 7 Aug, 5pm 8 Aug, 10am

Window 4 Results 8 Aug, 2pm

Accessible via Quick Links > Critical Dates on BOSS.

IMPORTANT DATES
BIDDING ROUNDS & WINDOWS



MISCELLANEOUS & 
GENERAL QNA
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• If you wish to drop modules, you can only do so during bidding windows

• Note that there is a deadline for dropping a module. You will be issued a "Withdrawn" or "Failed" grade if you choose 
to drop a module either:

◦ after the close of Round 2A; OR

◦ after Round 2 for Term 3 (Summer Term)

MISCELLANEOUS

DROPPING OF MODULES



• Note that your decision of dropping modules are immediate.

• Once a module is dropped, you will be refunded with the e$ immediately. Depending on the round you have 

dropped the module, the maximum amount of refund you can receive varies:

Round Maximum Refund (e$)

Round 1 & 1A 50

Round 1B 40

Round 2 30

Round 2A 10

MISCELLANEOUS

DROPPING OF MODULES



• Students may choose to take an additional module (i.e. enrol in the 6th course/course unit) if they are able to 

manage the workload

Requirements:

• Cumulative GPA ≥ 3.30 after first year of study.

• Maximum of 6.5 CUs only.

MISCELLANEOUS

ENROLLING FOR ADDITIONAL MODULE

How to Apply:

1. Fill up the "Application for Term Unit Load Increase" form online via 

OASIS > BOSS Bidding > Term Info. 

• To be submitted online within a week from the start of term

2. Once approved, you can bid for a 6th module in Round 2A ONLY.

* Note that there will be no additional e$ allocated for bidding of the additional module



MISCELLANEOUS

BIDDING STRATEGIES
Sniping Counter-SnipingDrop If Course Exceeds (DICE)

• Students can bid for additional 
modules beyond their term 
enrolment limit, but excess 
modules will be automatically 
dropped in order of preference.

• Cannot use DICE to bid for 
another class of the same 
module, or another module with 
a conflicting timetable/exam 
clash.

• Riskier strategy where you drop 
a successful bid and re-bid again 
at a lower price, typically done a 
few minutes before the window 
closes.

• Usually done to save e-credits 
when you have over-bidded on a 
modules.

**NOTE: There is always a risk of 
being counter-sniped by other 
students.

• Continuously refreshing the page 
when the bidding round is about 
to close, and bidding on a 
module if there is a sudden 
increase in class vacancies, due 
to other snipers dropping the 
module.

• It is also a riskier strategy



Here are some useful resources you may want to take a look for more details:

• SoA Programme Structure

• OASIS – All about BOSS

• SMUSA BOSS Bidding Guidebook

• ASoc Module Difficulty Guidebook 

MISCELLANEOUS

RESOURCES

https://accountancy.smu.edu.sg/bachelor-accountancy/curriculum/programme-structure
https://smu.sharepoint.com/sites/oasis/SitePages/RO/All-About-BOSS.aspx
https://www.smusa.sg/_files/ugd/7ab21d_923d598809f143109dc60e5d04e18e85.pdf
https://www.smuasoc.com/_files/ugd/73448d_f92f7e27f66f45319edfe9bdca65ae96.pdf


MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAL Q&A
If I bid earlier for the course, does that affect my chances of getting a successful bid?

• If you are referring to bidding earlier:

• WITHIN each round & window → then the timing in which you bid does not matter.

• BETWEEN rounds and windows (e.g. bidding in Round 1 as opposed to Round 2) → the available vacancies of a course in Round 1 is most 

likely higher than Round 2, which means you are more likely to be successful bidding for the same class in Round 1 than in Round 2.

Since there are already pre-assigned modules, what modules do students usually bid for?

Where can I check the pre-requisites and co-requisites for certain courses?

• You can refer to the Course Outline for the relevant courses.

• Alternatively, you can visit ASoc's Module Difficulty Guidebook that has a mindmap of the pre-requisite and co-requisite relationships 

between modules.

• Many freshmen choose to take Introductory Statistics in their first year since it is a pre-requisite to several modules in their coursework. 

• Other modules include SMU Core Modules in the Capabilities and Communities basket, as Accounting Core Modules tend to have a pre-

requisite of passing ACCT111, which you will take in your first semester.

• Following that, in Y1S2, you can choose to take Accounting Core Modules. You can refer to the Course Sequence provided in BOSS which 

offers suggested terms in which you can take certain modules, or you can check out ASoc’s Module Difficulty Guidebook for student 

surveyed responses as well!



MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAL Q&A
Are Singapore Studies and Asia Studies counted to Global Exposure?

No, they are of separate requirements. 

• Global Exposure is cleared by going on exchange or participating in certain overseas programs (e.g. study missions). These programs are 

typically publicised via email and will disclose if it counts towards clearing Global Exposure. 

• For Singapore Studies and Asia Studies, students will automatically clear these requirements by passing Big Questions and Economics & 

Society.

What do the numbers in the course code signify? (e.g. Does ACCT1XX mean we should take it in Year 1, and
ACCT2XX mean we should take it in Year 2?)

• Generally, the course code signifies course progression. Modules such as ACCT111 tend to be pre-requisites for modules such as ACCT221 or 

ACCT224. Similarly, modules like ACCT221 and ACCT224 tend to be pre-requisites for ACCT3XX. Modules with ACCT4XX tend to be 

accounting electives. However, there may be exceptions to this generalisation.

• This guideline is largely applicable to modules offered by Schools (other examples include FNCE, MGMT, etc). For SMU Core Modules, this 

guideline is generally not applicable.



MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAL Q&A
Does the decimal point matter in bidding?

• Based on personal experience, the decimal points definitely matters

• You can choose your bids symbolically too!

What happens when we run out of credits?

• Although it goes without saying to conserve where you can, based on experiences shared previously by other students, some seniors have 

directly emailed SMU due to extenuating circumstances (e.g. it may delay their graduation if they are unable to take this module). 

• Even though we are unable to speak on SMU's behalf as to criteria they use to give students this concession, it is worth a shot to email SMU if 

you are facing similar extenuating circumstances.



Q&A
Look out for this space as we update with the answers to 

your questions asked during the session soon!



OUR CONTACTS
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FOLLOW OUR SOCIALS

For any queries, feel free to contact us via Telegram:

• Jia Qian (@jiaaqian)

• Rachel (@racheliscool)

• Yi Xuan (@yixuanleow)

@smuasoc smuasoc.com SMU ASoc 
(Accounting Society)

@MyASocFamily



20th ASoc Management Committee 2024

BOSS BIDDING CRASH COURSE
Thank you for attending!
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